Indonesia Torture and maltreatment of political prisoners in Papua

ASIAN HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION – URGENT APPEALS PROGRAMME
Urgent Appeal Case: AHRC-UAC-014-2009
16 February 2009
-----------------------------------------------------INDONESIA: Torture and maltreatment of political prisoners in Papua
ISSUES: Torture; ill-treatment; prisoners of conscience; freedom of expression; right to
self-determination
------------------------------------------------------

Dear Friends,
The Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) regrets to inform you that we have received
information of detainees being tortured and ill-treated by prison officials in Abepura Prison,
Papua province, Indonesia. According to the information received seven persons were tortured
from February 1, until February 5, 2009. They were reportedly beaten and put in an isolation
cells where they were deprived of food and water for four days.
CASE DETAILS
On February 1, 2009, Mr. Buktar Tabuni, who was originally arrested on December 3, 2008 on
charges of treason, was taken into custody at Abepura Prison, in Papua province. Following his
arrival at the prison, Mr. Tabuni was beaten by a prison official. This beating caused a severe
injury to the eye, and he is now unable to see properly. (Please see further:
AHRC-UAC-262-2008)
Six other detainees at Abepura Prison, who like Mr Tabuni are political prisoners, reacted
against the unprovoked beating and filed a formal complaint with the director of the prison.
Following the complaint the seven prisoners were subjected to torture and ill-treatment by the
prison guards. The treatment is reported to have included: punching; slapping of the eye;
kicking with jackboots; as well as slaps about the face and neck.
List of victims:
1. Yusak Pakage, Male, 30 years old
2. Selpius Boby, Male, 28 years old
3. Cosmos Yual, Male, 28 years old
4. Buktar Tabuni, Male, 29 years old
5. Nelson Rumbiak, Male, 23 years old
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6. Ricky Jitmau, Male, 22 years old
7. Elias Tameka, Male, 22 years old
Subsequently, after the severe beating the six prisoners, along with Mr. Tabuni, were
transferred to an undersized cell without windows. The cell was unhygenic and there was
human excrement on the floor from the former inhabitants. The victims were placed in severe
danger as the prison personell left them in the cell for four days without access to water or food.
Following this period of inhumane treatment 16 police men came to the prison on February 5,
2009 at 8am, to transfer the victims to the police prison in Jayapura, Papua province. During the
transfer, the seven prisoners were not allowed to wear cloths except for their underwear.
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
Mr. Buktar Tabuni was originally arrested on December 3, 2008 after having organized a
peaceful and lawful demonstration on October 16, 2008 in support of the International
Parliamentarians for West Papua in London. Mr. Tabuni was charged with the crime of treason
despite the fact that the demonstration he organized was in accordance with domestic laws
regulating freedom of expression. (For more information on Mr. Tabuni's arrest, please see
AHRC-UAC-262-2008) Mr. Tabuni has, until February 1, 2009 been kept in police custody at
the request of the public prosecutor while awaiting further developments in his case.
Like Mr. Tabuni, there are many political prisoners and prisoners of conscience. Over the last
years many Papuan activists have been imprisoned for participating in protest actions.
BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
Since Indonesia assumed sovereignty of the western part of the Papua island through a
contested UN supervised referendum in 1963 (often referred to by Papuans as "the Act of No
Choice"), the provinces have harboured a strong independence and human rights movement.
This movement is often unlawfully repressed by the police, the military and the courts. Political
activists are frequently jailed, tortured, harassed and even killed (see Urgent Appeals:
AHRC-UAC-262-2008; AHRC-UAC-261-2008 and AHRC-UAU-071-2008 for examples of such
cases).
The political subjugation of Papuans is being supported by Indonesian Law which criminalizes
the expression of any political opinion which could "Attempt to bring the territory of the state
wholly or partially under foreign domination or to separate part thereof", as is stipulated by
Article 106 of the Indonesian Penal Code. This article further elaborates that any such attempt:
"shall be punished by life imprisonment or a maximum imprisonment of twenty years."
SUGGESTED ACTION:
Please write letters to the concerned authorities urging them to ensure that this case is
thoroughly investigated and the legal representatives of nine villagers provide legal advice to
them.
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Please be informed that the AHRC has written separate letter to the UN Special Rapporteur on
the question of torture calling for intervention in this matter.
To support this appeal, please click here:
SAMPLE LETTER:
Dear ______,
INDONESIA: Torture and maltreatment of political prisoners in Papua
Name of victims: Yusak Pakage (30, male), Selpius Boby (28, male), Cosmos Yual (28, male),
Buktar Tabuni (29, male), Nelson Rumbiak (23, male), Ricky Jitmau (22, male), Elias Tameka
(22, male)
Names of alleged perpetrators: Adrianus Sihombing; Elly Awii; Marthen Imbiri; lof Itlai Rianto;
Yosep Yembise and Nikson Yarusrai
(All are the prison guards attached to Abepura prison)
Palce of incident: Abepura Prison, Papua, Indonesia
Date of incident: from February 1, 2009 to February 5, 2009
I am disturbed to learn of the torture and ill-treatment of seven persons in Abepura prison,
Papua Province, Indonesia, from February 1, until february 5 2009.
After Mr. Buktar Tabuni was transferred to Abepura prison he allegedly was immediately beaten
by prison officials. The beating caused a severe injury to his eye, and he is now unable to see
properly.
Six other prisoners observed the beating and reacted by filing a formal complaint to the director
of the prison. Following this complaint, the six prisoners, along with Mr. Tabuni, were brutally
beaten by prison guards. The beatings included punching; slapping of the eye; kicking with
jackboots; as well as slaps on the face and neck of the victims.
Subsequently the seven brutalized prisoners were moved to an isolated cell of the prison, where
they were made to stay for 4 days without getting access to any food or water. The cell was
additionally
windowless and was littered with the excrement of former prisoners.
First, I ask that you immediately drop the charges against Mr. Tabuni, and release him from
police prison. He is, along with several of the other victims, a political prisoner charged under
the absurd laws criminalizing the freedom of expression of a large amount of people. I want to
draw your attention to the need for revising the Indonesian penal code with regards to these
laws, in particular article 106 of the Indonesian Penal Code, which is frequently applied to
subjugate political activists' freedom of expression in Papua.
Further, I call on you to hold those prison officials accountable for the crimes they have
committed. They should be prosecuted in an impartial and transparent manner, and be
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sentenced to a punishment proportionate to the crimes they have committed, namely torture
and cruel inhuman and degrading treatment. A proper punishment for torture would be at least
several years of imprisonment.
Failure to prosecute and punish the prison officials responsible would signal your compliance
with these crimes, and would further add another brick in the wall that is the virtual impunity of
state officials in Indonesia today.
I call on you to ensure that the charges against Mr. Tabuni be dropped, and that the prison
officials be held responsible for the crimes they have committed.
Yours Sincerely
---PLEASE SEND YOUR LETTERS TO:
1. Irjen Polisi Drs. F.X. Bagus Ekodanto
Chief of the Papuan Regional Police
Kepolisian Daerah Papua
Jl. Dr. Sam Ratulangi No. 8
Jayapura
INDONESIA
Tel: +62 967 33317 / 31835
2. R. Widyopramono SH,M.Hum.
Kejaksaan Tinggi Papua
Jl. Anggrek No.6 Tj. Ria
Jayapura
INDONESIA
Tel: +62 967 542764 / 541130
3. Paulus Waterpauw,
Director of the Criminal Unit
Papua Regional Police
Jl. Samratulangi
No. 8 Jayapura
INDONESIA
Tel: + 62 967 531834
4. Mr. Hendarman Supandji
Attorney General
Kejaksaan Agung RI
Jl. Sultan Hasanuddin No. 1
Jakarta Selatan
INDONESIA
Fax: + 62 21 7250213
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Tel: + 62 21 7221337, 7397602
5. Gen. Bambang Hendarso Danuri
Chief of National Police
Jl. Trunojoyo No. 3
Jakarta Selatan
INDONESIA
Fax: +62 21 720 7277
Tel: +62 21 721 8012
Email: polri@polri.go.id
6. Mr. Andi Matalatta
Minister of Justice and Human Rights
JI. H.R. Rosuna Said Kav. 6-7
Kuningan, Jakarta Selatan
INDONESIA
Fax: +62 21 525 3095
7. Mr. Susilo Bambang Yudoyono
President
Republic of Indonesia
Presidential Palace
Jl. Medan Merdeka Utara
Jakarta Pusat 10010
INDONESIA
Fax: + 62 21 231 41 38, 345 2685, 345 7782
Tel: + 62 21 3845627 ext 1003
E-mail: presiden@ri.go.id
8. Mr. Ifdhal Kasim
Chairperson
KOMNAS HAM (National Human Rights Commission)
Jl. Latuharhary No. 4B Menteng
Jakarta Pusat 10310
INDONESIA
Fax: +62 21 3151042/3925227
Tel: +62 21 3925230
E-mail: info@komnasham.or.id
Thank you.
Urgent Appeals Programme
Asian Human Rights Commission (ua@ahrc.asia)
----------------------------Asian Human Rights Commission
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19/F, Go-Up Commercial Building,
998 Canton Road, Kowloon, Hongkong S.A.R.
Tel: +(852) - 2698-6339 Fax: +(852) - 2698-6367
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